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Brief Description:  Creating the climate change accountability act.

Sponsors:  Representatives Hinkle, Short, Kretz, McCune, Crouse, Rodne, Kristiansen, Johnson, 
Taylor, Haler, Ross, Klippert, Shea, Condotta and Angel.

Brief Summary of Bill

�

�

�

Requires state contractors to meet performance standards for cost per ton of carbon 
dioxide equivalent.

Requires each climate expenditure, prior to implementation and expenditure, to 
provide information on estimated cost and reductions of carbon dioxide equivalent.

Requires state agencies to regularly provide reports to the Legislature outlining the 
performance of climate expenditure contracts.  Agencies that fail to complete audits 
and legislative reports will have all funding for all climate expenditures suspended 
until the agencies come into compliance.

Hearing Date:  1/29/10

Staff:  Jaclyn Ford (786-7339).

Background: 

Washington has the following statewide greenhouse gases (GHG) emission reduction 
requirements: 

�
�
�

by 2020 reduce overall GHG emissions in the state to 1990 levels; 
by 2035 reduce overall GHG emissions in the state to 25 percent below 1990 levels; and 
by 2050 reduce overall GHG emissions in the state to 50 percent below 1990 levels, or 70 
percent below the state's expected GHG emissions that year.

All state agencies must meet the statewide GHG emission limits and reduce emissions:
�
�

by July 1, 2020, to 15 percent below 2005 levels;
by 2035 to 37 percent below 2005 levels;
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� by 2050 to the greater of 57.5 percent below 2005 levels or 70 percent below expected 
state government emissions that year.

Summary of Bill: 

Any climate expenditure intended to reduce GHG emissions must, prior to implementation and 
expenditure, provide the following information: (1) the number of tons of carbon dioxide 
equivalent (CO2e) reduction by the climate action; (2) the total cost to implement the climate 
action; and (3) the cost per ton of CO2e reduction.

The state must regularly audit any climate expenditure contracts to ensure the contracts are 
meeting performance standards for cost per ton of CO2e.  If contractors are not in compliance, 
the contractor must provide certified carbon offset equivalents in an amount equal to the 
difference between the actual emissions reductions and the contracted emissions reductions or 
refund a portion of the contracted funds until the cost per ton of CO2e reduction is equivalent to 
the emission reduction amount included in the contract associated with the climate expenditure.

Agencies managing climate expenditure contracts must regularly provide reports to the 
Legislature outlining the performance of those individual contracts, including: (1) total tons of
CO2e reduced; (2) total contract amount; and (3) cost per ton of C02e reduced.

Agencies that fail to complete audits and legislative reports will have all funding for all climate
expenditures suspended until the agencies come into compliance.

Definitions for "climate expenditure," "CO2e," and "certified carbon offsets" are added.

This Act may be known and cited as the Climate Change Accountability Act.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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